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The March issue brings forth a profound
dialogue on the forthcoming Budget
2024, addressing the economic challenges
that persist and the aspirations we collec-
tively hold.

In the wake of an wunprecedented
economic crisis, the government's active
role in negotiating with creditors and
seeking support from the IMF has been
instrumental. As we navigate the Budget
2024, our focus remains on consolidating
the gains made, particularly in the restruc-
turing of loans and addressing the coun-
try's fiscal challenges.

The Ceylon Institute of Builders (CIOB)
takes a proactive stance, presenting
budget proposals aimed at revitalizing the
construction industry. From restarting
halted projects to attracting foreign direct
investment (FDI) and addressing cost
concerns, these proposals underscore the
industry's commitment to progtess.

With a vision for a self-sustaining con-
struction sector, the CIOB proposes
initiatives like supporting local manufac-
turing, fast-tracking project approvals,
and providing relief to fallen contractors.
The establishment of a construction
sector development bank/fund emerges
as a strategic move to alleviate financial
burdens and encourage private participa-
tion in infrastructure projects.

A key highlight is the call for a separate
ministry dedicated to the construction
industry, recognizing its vast impact on
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employment and its potential to contrib-
ute significantly to the country's GDP.

As we advocate for positive change, this
issue serves as a platform to discuss
crucial matters such as tax structures and
support for property developers. The aim
is to foster an environment where the
construction industry thrives, becoming a
beacon of economic growth and sustain-

ability.

We are excited to announce the upcoming
"Construction Expo 2024 by CIOB",
scheduled for the 15th, 16th, and 17th of
March 2024, at the BMICH, Colombo.
Themed "Build Green for Smart Living,"
this expo marks a significant milestone as
we come together to enhance the con-
struction industry.

We are organizing this CIOB's annual
exhibition after a short lapse of time this
year to enhance the construction industry.
After a brief hiatus, we are thrilled to
showcase the latest innovations, technolo-
gies, and trends driving our industry
forward. With your valued partnership,
we aim to make Construction Expo 2024
a resounding success, fostering collabora-
tions and driving growth in our sector.

Let this magazine be a source of inspira-
tion and a catalyst for collaborative
efforts that shape a brighter future for Sri
Lanka's construction industry. Together,
let us pave the way for a vibrant and
sustainable future for Sri Lanka's con-
struction industry.

L s, ﬁ..
LS ---} U

Wy

..]a.

-

h‘q"l
LE.




RICHMOND CASTLE,

KALUTARA
THEART &
CRAFT OF

Richmond Castle is one of the main tourist attractions in Kalutara. It was built by Don
Arthur De Silva the Mudaliyar has a tale of its own. The Mudaliyar was inspired by the
architecture of the Palace of Maharaja of Ramnad of India, one of his old school mates
trom London. The mansion was completed around early 1900s by local builders.

Richmond Castle, built at the turn of the century in Kalutara, is considered one of the
most spectacular architectural works of the period. The castle is located in located in a
rural area called Thekkawatta which lies some 3 km east of Kalutara town.
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The Richmond Castle, which is situated in 42 acres of land with stunning views, is a
blend of structural design on a trail from the East to the West.

Richmond Castle is a two-storeyed building with 99 doors and 34 windows, decorated
with glass panes of exquisite design depicting grape vines. Records indicate that two
shiploads of teak were imported from Burma (Myanmar) for its construction.
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The Richmond Castle, which is situated in 42 acres of land with stunning views, is a
blend of structural design on a trail from the East to the West.

Richmond Castle is a two-storeyed building with 99 doors and 34 windows, decorated
with glass panes of exquisite design depicting grape vines. Records indicate that two
shiploads of teak were imported from Burma (Myanmar) for its construction.

As the Mudaliyar, wanted to maintain the true luxury and exquisiteness of the mansion;
every accessory of the mansion, including the tiles, fixtures wood and even the mar-
ble-lai
outdoors through the entryway.
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