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Editor ’s  Note

As Sri Lanka’s construction industry con-
tinues its difficult journey through 
economic uncertainty and constrained 
budgets, it becomes increasingly clear that 
we must not merely rebuild—but rebuild 
better. This issue of  Sri Lanka Construc-
tion Today comes at a pivotal time. With 
the CIOB Annual Construction Sympo-
sium on the horizon, this edition serves as 
both a mirror and a blueprint—reflecting 
where we are, and imagining where we 
could go.

Around the world, nations are transform-
ing their construction sectors through 
sustainability, innovation, and poli-
cy-backed reform. From Singapore’s 
green rating systems to Rwanda’s inclu-
sive urban models, and from Germany’s 
passive house standards to Costa Rica’s 
community-driven eco-design—these 
case studies reveal one undeniable truth: 
sustainability is not an option; it is the 
only way forward.

This month, our writers have delved into 
this theme with urgency and depth. We 
examine how global fiscal trends—espe-
cially U.S. tax policies and green incen-
tives—are reshaping capital flows and 
sustainability priorities in emerging econ-
omies like ours. We explore what Sri 
Lanka can learn, adapt, and scale from 
international success stories. 

More importantly, we ask how we can 
bridge the ever-present gap between 
policy and practice, and bring green con-
struction from boardrooms to building 
sites.

We also reflect on how eco-friendly 
design, resilient urban planning, and local-
ly rooted sustainability must define Sri 
Lanka’s development path. With each 
article, a clear message emerges: the 
future must be climate-smart, 
resource-conscious, and people-centric. 
Not only because the world demands 
it—but because Sri Lanka deserves it.

As we look ahead to the CIOB Annual 
Symposium this August, let this issue 
serve as a prelude to action. Let us go into 
that forum not only to discuss challenges, 
but to forge solutions. Let us bring back 
to the forefront the ingenuity, creativity, 
and resilience of  our builders, designers,
engineers, and policymakers.

We invite you, our readers, to think boldly. 
To advocate for reforms. To push bound-
aries. And to believe, once again, that con-
struction is not just about buildings—it’s 
about building the future.

On behalf  of  the editorial team, we thank 
you for continuing this journey with us. 
May this edition inspire dialogue, reflec-
tion, and—most importantly—action.
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